interreg E
EURPEAN UNION Foras Um Chldir Speisialta An AE

Northern Ireland - Ireland - Scotland Boord O Owre Ocht UE Projecks

European Regional Development Fund

Press Release

Date: 22 May 2017

EU HELPS ADVANCE MANUFACTURING WITH A NEW €8.5 MILLION
‘SUPER CLUSTER’ FOR THE NORTH WEST

The SEUPB has announced that funding of €8.5 million from the EU’s INTERREG VA
Programme has been offered to Catalyst Inc for the creation of a new cross-border
‘super cluster’ within the Health & Life Sciences business sector.

The project is called the ‘North West Centre for Advanced Manufacturing’, and will be led by
Catalyst Inc. It will support eight different key Health & Life Sciences companies involved in
15 different research projects based in the North West to develop new products and

processes.

The project aims to enhance the level of cross-border research and innovation collaboration
within the area of applied advanced manufacturing. It will also significantly increase the
number of Health & Life Science businesses engaged in commercially focused research in

order to make them more competitive.

The project will bring together a number of partners in the creation of a new ‘super cluster’
including the Engineering Research Institute at Ulster University, the James Watt
Nanofabrication Centre at Glasgow University, the PEM Centre at Sligo Institute of
Technology and the CoLab facility at the Letterkenny Institute of Technology.

A total of 26 PhD level researchers, along with post-doctoral research assistants will be
recruited over the life time of the project, to work with the eight participating companies, and
create up to 98.5 years’ worth of PhD full time equivalent research.

Match-funding for the project has been provided by the Department of Jobs, Enterprise and
Innovation in Ireland, the Department for the Economy in Northern Ireland and the University

of Glasgow.

Announcing the funding award Gina Mcintyre CEO of the Special EU Programmes Body
(SEUPB), which manages the EU’s INTERREG VA Programme said: “This project will

make a real impact in terms of providing support for a business sector with strong
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economic potential. The research produced will be used to strengthen the economic
outlook of businesses on a cross-border basis.

“This is one of the core objectives of the EU’s INTERREG VA Programme which has
been specifically designed to enhance the levels of Research & Innovation found

within businesses across the region,” she continued.

A spokesperson for the Department for the Economy said: “Investment in research and
development is critical to future economic growth. Strong collaboration between
industry and academia will also contribute to success. The creation of this new super-
cluster is awelcome development for the health and life sciences sector and a boost

for the North West border region.”

Welcoming the project Ireland’s Minister for Jobs, Enterprise and Innovation Mary Mitchell
O’Connor, said: “I am delighted that this project has been approved and | am very
happy that my Department is in a position to co-fund this project. It is a great example
of practical cross-border cooperation, which will bring strong economic benefits to
the eligible regions in both jurisdictions. Manufacturing has been a key sector for us
over the years, providing valuable jobs and investment. This new initiative will help
drive competitiveness and enhanced value-added, at a time of significant

technological change in the industry.”
- ENDS.

For more information please contact John McCandless, Communications Manager
with the SEUPB on Mob. 07834 778018 or via e-mail john.mccandless@seupb.eu

Notes to Editor:

SEUPB

e The Special EU Programmes Body is a North/South Implementation Body sponsored
by the Department of Finance and Personnel in Northern Ireland and the Department
of Public Expenditure and Reform in Ireland. It is responsible for managing two EU
Structural Funds Programmes, PEACE IV and INTERREG VA which are designed to
enhance cross-border co-operation, promote reconciliation and create a more
peaceful and prosperous society.
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¢ The Programmes operate within a clearly defined area including Northern Ireland, the
Border Region of Ireland and in the case of INTERREG VA, Western Scotland.

e The INTERREG VA Programme has a value of €283 million and aims to address the
economic and social problems which result from the existence of borders.

e For more information on the SEUPB please visit www.seupb.eu



