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What is the INTERREG VA Programme?

Managed by the Special EU Programmes Body (SEUPB) the INTERREG VA Programme is helping to
create a more prosperous and sustainable cross-border region. It is one of over 60 funding
programmes across the EU that have been specificially designed to address the problems that arise
from the existence of borders.
The current programme for 2014-2020 is enhancing cross-border health and social care; making
thousands of businesses more competitive; creating new sustainable travel links for commuters;
and is helping to protect natural habitats and animal species from existence.

How much is the Programme worth?

The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) contribution to the Programme is €240m (85%).
In addition €43m (15%) is supplied via match-funding, raising the total value of the Programme to
€283m. The programme operates across Northern Ireland, the border counties of Ireland and
Western Scotland. It is funded by the EU, the Irish Government and the Northern Ireland Executive.
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Funding breakdown

Support under the INTERREG VA Programme has been divided amongst four key priority
areas including Research & Innovation, the Environment, Sustainable Transport and Health
& Social Care.

INTERREG VA
2014 – 2020
€283m Budget
(EU Support
€240m)

PRIORITY AXIS 1
Research &
Innovation
€71.6m Budget
(EU support
€60m)

OBJECTIVE 1.1
Health & Life
Sciences &
Renewable Energy
€52.9m Budget
(EU Support
€45m)

OBJECTIVE 1.2
Enhance Innovation
Capacity of SMEs
€18.7m Budget
(EU Support
€15.9m)

PRIORITY AXIS 2
Environment
€84.7m Budget
(EU support
€72m)

PRIORITY 2A
Protect and
restore
biodiversity
€25.8m Budget
(EU support
€22m)

PRIORITY 2B
Invest in water
sector
€58.8m Budget
(EU support
€50m)
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PRIORITY AXIS 3
Sustainable
Transport
€47m Budget
(EU support
€40m)

PRIORITY AXIS 4
Health
€62m Budget
(EU support
€53m)

Objective 3
Cross-border
Sustainable
Transport
€47m Budget
(EU support
€40m)

OBJECTIVE 4
Cross-border
Health
& Social Care
€62.3m Budget
(EU support
€53m)

Research & Innovation
PRIORITY 1 – RESEARCH & INNOVATION
(BUDGET: €71.6M EU SUPPORT: €60.9M)
Priority 1 aims to encourage investment in sectors that offer the most growth
potential. The priority targets two key intervention objectives; 1.1 Enhancing
Research and Innovation, and 1.2 Promoting business investment in Research
and Innovation.
A total of eight projects have been approved within Priority 1, with seven funded
under the Enhancing Research and Innovation objective and one under the
Business Investment in Research and Innovation objective.

The cumulative value of the eight projects is €71.6 million
(EU support: €60.9 million).
Projects approved under the ‘Enhancing Research and Innovation’ objective will
capitalise on the strengths of collaboration in the areas of health (4 projects) and
renewable energy (3 projects). The project funded under the ‘Business Investment in
Research and Innovation’ objective will increase the proportion of SMEs engaged in
cross-border research and innovation collaboration in the eligible region from 22% to
33% by the end of the programming period.
Collectively, the projects will achieve key outputs such as:
• 635 new researchers in supported entities,
• 75 enterprises cooperating with research institutions,
• 1,408 enterprises (SMEs) receiving support,
• 469 enterprises (SMEs) receiving one-to-one innovation advice,
• 94 enterprises (SMEs) in receipt of an Innovation capability Development programme.
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RESEARCH & INNOVATION PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 1.1 – CENTRE FOR
PERSONALISED MEDICINE PROJECT
Led by Ulster University the €8.6m
project will create a centre of
personalised medicine between
academic, clinical and commercial
sectors that will focus on heart
disease, emergency surgery, acute
kidney injury, diabetes and dementia.
It will pioneer new approaches to
treatment for these conditions
including genomics, to better
diagnose and manage patients’
health as well as devise targeted
therapies to treat their illnesses.
For more information go to
https://www.ulster.ac.uk/
research/institutes/biomedicalsciences/research/stratifiedmedicine/centre-for-personalisedmedicine

OBJECTIVE 2.2 – CO-INNOVATE PROGRAMME
Led by IntertradeIreland the €16.6m project will
support over 1,400 SMEs and micro-businesses in
Northern Ireland, the Border Region of Ireland and
Western Scotland. The project offers graduated
levels of support including free workshops, individual
business health checks, detailed innovation audits,
project management placements and one-on-one
export mentoring.
Co-Innovate will also increase the number
of businesses actively participating in
cross-border, transnational or interregional
research projects.
For more information go to
http://www.co-innovateprogramme.eu/ci/

5

Environment
PRIORITY 2 – ENVIRONMENT (BUDGET:
€84.7M EU SUPPORT: €72M)
Priority 2 aims, on a cross-border basis, to tackle two key challenges in the region,
namely the integrity of its biodiversity and its water quality. The programme has
approved projects under 4 objectives, namely;
• Recovery of protected habitats and species (2.1)
• Manage marine protected areas and species (2.2)
• Improve water quality in transitional waters (2.3)
• Improve freshwater quality in cross-border river basins (2.4)
A total of seven projects have been approved across the four objectives; including
two under objective 2.1, two under objective 2.2, one under objective 2.3; and two
under objective 2.4.
The cumulative value of the 7 projects is €42.9 million (EU Support: €36.5m).
Collectively, the seven different projects will deliver the following key outputs:
• 5,378ha of habitats supported to attain a better conservation status
• 33 Conservation Action plans produced
• 1 network of buoys for regional seas, including telemetry and oceanographic
monitoring
• 3 models developed to support conservation of habitats and species
• 1 system for the prediction of bathing water quality and the installation of
real-time signage
• 10,000 additional population served by improved wastewater treatment
•2
 sewage network and waste water treatment projects to improve water quality in
shared transitional waters
• 3 river water quality improvement projects
• 50 cross-border groundwater monitoring wells
• 1 cross-border drinking water Sustainable Catchment Area Management Plan
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ENVIRONMENT PROJECT CASE STUDIES

Priority 2a – Protect and Restore Biodiversity
Under objective 2.1 projects will cumulatively produce 33 Conservation Action Plans and
improve the conservation status of 5,378ha of protected habitats.
OBJECTIVE 2.1 – CO-OPERATION ACROSS BORDERS FOR BIODIVERSITY PROJECT
The RSPB (NI) is taking the lead on a €4.6m funded cross-border project that will see up to
2,228 hectares of blanket bog being restored across Northern Ireland, Western Scotland and
Ireland. Called ‘Co-operation across Borders for Biodiversity’ (CABB) the project aims to improve
the breeding habitat for waders, curlews, lapwings, redshanks and snipe on a cross-border basis.
It will also help raise awareness of the historical importance of the wetland habitats which
support these species.
For more information go to
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/cabb-launch/
Under objective 2.2 projects will focus on diverse areas of marine conservation through the
development of a bathing water quality prediction model and the delivery of a network of
monitoring buoys across the regional seas of Northern Ireland, Ireland and Western Scotland.

Breeding Wader
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ENVIRONMENT PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 2.2 – COMPASS PROJECT
The Agri-Food & Biosciences Institute (AFBI) has been awarded €6.3m to create a state-of-the-art
network of buoys to effectively track, model and monitor aquatic life and oceanographic processes
on a cross-border basis. The network will produce new marine monitoring data for emerging areas
of environmental concern including ocean acidification and the long-term impact of ambient noise
on sea-life. It will also develop hi-tech acoustic programmes to understand the migration patterns
of salmon and sea trout.
For more information go to
https://www.afbini.gov.uk/news/afbi-leads-new-eu-project-support-marine-protectedareas-and-species
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ENVIRONMENT PROJECT CASE STUDIES

Priority 2b – Invest in the Water Sector
Under objective 2.3 the INTERREG VA Programme aims to improve wastewater treatment
works within identified transitional waters.
OBJECTIVE 2.3 – SWELL PROJECT
The €3.28m SWELL (Shared Waters
Enhancement and Loughs Legacy)
project involves a detailed
investigation into the causes of water
pollution on both sides of the border.
It has the potential to unlock an
additional €32 million worth of
funding to improve wastewater
treatment assets that will benefit up
to 10,000 people. This funding will be
used in the upgrade and
construction of wastewater
treatment facilities within the
Carlingford Lough drainage basin in
Newry, Mourne & Down and Louth
Council areas as well as the Lough
Foyle drainage basin comprising of
the Derry City & Strabane and
Donegal Council areas.
Under objective 2.4 projects will
cumulatively deliver 3 river water
quality improvement projects
and develop and implement 50
cross-border groundwater
monitoring wells.

OBJECTIVE 2.4 – ‘SOURCE TO TAP’ PROJECT
The €4.9m ‘Source to Tap’ project will protect sources
of freshwater found in the Derg and Erne catchment
areas and in doing so will help ensure compliance with
the EU’s Drinking Water Directive. It will work with local
farmers to help reduce pesticide and soil run-off which
can find its way into watercourse areas. The project will
also pilot new measures with forestry operators to
reduce water pollution caused by tree-felling and
replanting, which can led to increased levels of silt and
impurities in water.
The project is being delivered by a unique cross-border
partnership involving Northern Ireland Water, Irish
Water, Agri-Food and Biosciences Institute (AFBI),
Ulster University, East Border Region (EBR) and The
Rivers Trust.
For more information go to
http://www.sourcetotap.eu/
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ENVIRONMENT PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 2.4 – SWIM PROJECT
The €1m funded System for Bathing Water Quality Monitoring (SWIM) project, led by University
College Dublin will develop a system for the prediction of bathing water quality and install
real-time signage.
It will enable short-term pollution to be predicted and the information disseminated to the public
though a range of media channels, including automatic localised text alerts, web updates, and
electronic signage at beach entry points. This will serve to help protect public health by
significantly improving the level of available and accurate information on water quality.
For more details on the project go to http://www.keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org/cgi-bin/
blog?instanceID=1&do=show&blogID=824
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Sustainable Transport
PRIORITY 3 – SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
(BUDGET: €47M EU SUPPORT: €40M)
Priority 3 aims to reduce car journeys by encouraging more people to use public
transport, walk or cycle to work. It is focusing on two interventions; the creation of
cross-border greenways and the development of a cross-border, multi-modal public
transport hub.
Four projects have been approved under Priority 3, including three cross-border
greenways and one multi-modal hub.

The cumulative value of the projects is €46.8 million (EU Support: €39.8 million).

OBJECTIVE 3 – MULTI-MODAL TRANSPORT HUB
This €23.5m funded project will involve the
refurbishment of the existing Waterside Station
in Derry-Londonderry into a multi-modal hub
with a new train terminus. It will provide
enhanced integrated public transport services,
rail services and ‘active travel’ infrastructure to
encourage more people to use sustainable
modes of travel.
The hub will also contain bus stands, a ‘park and
ride’ facility, a passenger waiting area, retail units
and a community space.
Led by the Department for Infrastructure the
project has been designed to improve crossborder connectivity in the North West.
For more information on the project go to
http://www.translink.co.uk/Latest-News/
translink-welcomes-eu-funding-for-northwest-multimodal-transport-hub-/
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SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 3 – A NEW ‘GREENWAY’ FORWARD IN CROSS-BORDER TRAVEL
Greenways are corridors of land that help connect people and places together. Approximately
€23m in funding has been awarded for three separate cross-border greenway projects that will
open up new sustainable travel routes for commuters.
A total of €14.86m has been awarded to the North West Greenway Network which will create a
network of 46.5km of new greenways through three distinct routes connecting: DerryLondonderry via Pennyburn to Buncranna; Muff Village to Derry via Culmore; and Strabane to
Lifford via Lifford Bridge.
For more information go to https://www.facebook.com/nwgreenway
A total of €3.47m has been awarded to the development of the Carlingford Lough Greenway
which will create 10.1km of new cross-border greenway linking Newry City in Northern Ireland to
Carlingford in Ireland. It will also create and implement a promotional marketing campaign to raise
awareness of the benefits of the project to commuters. For more information go to
For more information go to https://www.louthcoco.ie/en/Services/Sustainable-EnergyCross-Border-European-Relations/Carlingford-Lough-Greenway1/
A total of €4.95m has also been awarded for the development of the Ulster Canal Greenway
(Phase 2) to create 22km of new greenway between Co. Monaghan and Co. Armagh. The new
greenway will follow the route of the disused Ulster Canal from Smithborough through to
Monaghan Town, cross the Armagh border at Ardgonnell and extend toward Middletown.
For more information go to https://ulstercanalgreenway.com/
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Health & Social Care
PRIORITY 4 – HEALTH
(BUDGET: €62.4M EU SUPPORT: €53M)
Priority 4 aims to reduce the number of people at risk of poverty and social exclusion
by targeting cross-border cooperation in healthcare access and supporting the social
and economic regeneration of deprived and rural communities. It has seven key
intervention areas, including:
• Population Health
• Mental Health
• Acute Services
• Children’s Services
• Intervention Trails
• Primary Care & Older People
• Disability Services

A total of eight projects have been approved to date across the seven
interventions at a cumulative value of €47.7 million (EU Support: €41.4 million).
Collectively, the projects will deliver key outputs, for example:
• 10,000 beneficiaries supported by new cross-border area initiatives for positive health
and wellbeing and the prevention of ill health
• 8,000 cross-border clients in receipt of mental illness recovery services
• 13,000 patients benefitting from scheduled and unscheduled care streams
• 2,238 specialist training and development programmes for cross-border area health
and social care providers
• 5,125 vulnerable families in receipt of an interventions

13

HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 4 – NEED TO TALK PROJECT
The €1.8m funded Need to Talk project offers a free cross-border counselling and confidencebuilding service for people affected by sight loss living across Northern Ireland, the Border Region
of Ireland and Western Scotland. The project is being delivered by the Royal National Institute of
Blind People (RNIB) in partnership with fighting blindness (Ireland). It will support people of all
ages, including children and young people aged eleven upwards, through free, confidential, online
and telephone counselling delivered by trained counsellors.
For more information go to https://www.rnib.org.uk/your-area-northern-ireland/servicesrnib-northern-ireland/need-to-talk

Ken Carson, a Need to Talk Project service user.
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE PROJECT CASE STUDIES

OBJECTIVE 4 – MPOWERING OLDER PEOPLE
The €7.9m funded ‘mPower’project will help older people to take personal control of any
underlying health conditions they may have by using advances in e-health technology. It aims to
alleviate pressure on an already stretched health and social care system, whilst enabling people to
better manage their own health conditions. Under the project a number of ‘Community
Navigators’ will be employed to work with people across Western Scotland, Northern Ireland and
Ireland. They will develop personalised wellbeing plans with the participants and give them access
to advances in new e-health based initiatives.
For more information go to https://mpowerhealth.eu/

Pictured (l-r) are Gina McIntyre, CEO of the SEUPB; Shona Robison Cabinet Secretary for
Health and Sport, Scottish Government; and Dr Margaret Whoriskey, Head of Technology,
Enabled Care & Digital Healthcare Innovation, Scottish Government.
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CONTACT US:

BELFAST
The Clarence West Building,
2 Clarence Street West,
Belfast
BT2 7GP
N.Ireland
Tel: +44 28 9026 6660
Email: info@seupb.eu

OMAGH
EU House,
11 Kevlin Road,
Omagh
BT78 1LB
N.Ireland
Tel: +44 28 8225 5750
Email: info@seupb.eu

MONAGHAN
M: Tek II Building,
Armagh Road,
Monaghan
Ireland
Tel: +353 477 7003
Email: info@seupb.eu

NATIONAL CONTACT POINT FOR SCOTLAND
5 Atlantic Quay,
150 Broomielaw,
Glasgow
G2 8LU
Tel: +44 141 228 2202
Email: Scotland.Europa@scotent.co.uk

For more details on all projects supported by the
EU’s INTERREG VA Programme go to:
http://seupb.eu/iva-overview
Website: www.seupb.eu

Follow us on:

