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EU INVESTS €23.5 MILLION IN A NEW CROSS-BORDER NORTH WEST
TRANSPORT HUB

A significant award of €23.5 million from the EU’s INTERREG VA Programme has been
announced today by the Special EU Programmes Body. The funding is for the
creation of an iconic new multi-modal transport hub for the North West that will
increase the number of people using public transport for cross-border travel.

The project will involve the refurbishment of the existing Waterside Station in Londonderry
into a multi-modal hub with a new train terminus. The hub will contain bus stands, a ‘park

and ride’ facility, a passenger waiting area, retail units and a community space.

The project has been designed to improve connectivity in the North West through the
development of coordinated cross-border bus and rail services operating between Derry and
Ballybofey, Carndonagh, Greencastle and Letterkenny as well as private services operating
between Derry and Cockhill, Greencastle, Moville and Galway.

It will also support ‘active’ cross-border travel through the provision of bicycle parking,
bicycle hire and repair services, lockers and changing facilities for cyclists as well as a new
greenway link that will connect the new transport hub to the existing Urban Greenway
Network.

The Department for Infrastructure (Dfl) is the Lead Partner for the delivery of the project
alongside a number of other project partners including Translink, Derry City and Strabane
District Council, Sustrans, the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport, and Donegal
County Council.

The Department of Infrastructure will invest a further €8,743,160//£7,409,457 in completing

the overall construction of the project.

Match-funding for the project has been provided by the Department for Infrastructure in

Northern Ireland and the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport in Ireland.
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The Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport Shane Ross T.D. welcomed the announcement
of funding for this very important project. He stated: “This project will provide an impetus
and focus for sustainable transport in the North West of this island. We all need to
make greater use of public and sustainable transport modes and this new Hub will
greatly assist in that regard. The integration of walking and cycling into the hub is

particularly welcome.

“I look forward to seeing progress on this project and the associated Greenways in
counties Derry and Donegal in the coming years. It is more important than ever that
we continue working on cross-border projects to ensure freedom of movement of the

people on this island,” he continued.

Dfl Permanent Secretary, Peter May, said: “Increasing the use of public transport and
encouraging people to consider active travel options are draft Programme for
Government objectives. To achieve this we need to have the right infrastructure in
place. | welcome the allocation of EU co-financing for this ambitious project which will
consist of new train terminus accommodation, an enhanced park and ride scheme

and additional facilities to promote sustainable and active travel options in the region.

“The project builds upon the recently completed Derry/Londonderry to Coleraine rail

improvement project — a €57m/£48m investment which also attracted EU funding and
has allowed for the introduction of an hourly train service between Belfast and Derry.
The transformation of a historic building into one fit for use today and for generations

to come also complements the wider regeneration plans in the city,” he continued.

Welcoming the funding announcement, Gina Mcintyre CEO of the Special EU Programmes
Body (SEUPB), which manages the INTERREG VA Programme, said: “This project will
help meet one of the core objectives of the EU’s INTERREG VA Programme, which is
to support investment in more sustainable transport provision for our growing
population. Upon completion the hub will led to greater cross-border connectivity and

encourage more people to make ‘active’ journeys, either by foot or on a bicycle.”
-  ENDS.

For more information please contact John McCandless, Communications Manager
with the SEUPB on Mob. 07834 778018 or via e-mail john.mccandless@seupb.eu
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Notes to Editor:

Greenway Connection

e Another project partner, Derry City and Strabane District Council, are investing
€590,000/£500,000 to develop a connecting greenway.

SEUPB

e The Special EU Programmes Body is a North/South Implementation Body sponsored
by the Department of Finance in Northern Ireland and the Department of Public
Expenditure and Reform in Ireland. It is responsible for managing two EU Structural
Funds Programmes, PEACE IV and INTERREG VA which are designed to enhance
cross-border co-operation, promote reconciliation and create a more peaceful and
prosperous society.

e The Programmes operate within a clearly defined area including Northern Ireland, the
Border Region of Ireland and in the case of INTERREG VA, Western Scotland.

e The INTERREG VA Programme has a value of €283 million and aims to address the
economic and social problems which result from the existence of borders.

e For more information on the SEUPB please visit www.seupb.eu



