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What is the INTERREG VA Programme?
The INTERREG VA Programme is one of over 60
funding programmes across the European Union
that have been specifically designed to address the
problems that arise from the existence of borders.
Borders can reduce economic development; hamper
the efficient management of the environment;
obstruct travel; and hinder the delivery of essential
health and social care services for citizens.
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The INTERREG VA Programme is tackling these
issues head-on in order to create a more prosperous
and sustainable cross-border region. To access the
summary of the Cooperation Programme click here.
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The programme has four key areas where it
is making lasting and meaningful change,
on a cross-border basis:
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Research and Innovation:
Approximately €71.6m has been
allocated to support projects that will
help increase business industry-related
Research and Innovation capacity
within two target sectors: ‘Health and
Life Sciences’ and ‘Renewable Energy’.
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Environment: Approximately €84.7m has
been allocated to promote the recovery of
protected habitats and priority species
common to Northern Ireland, the Border
Region of Ireland and Western Scotland.
Additionally, the funding is improving the
water quality in shared transitional waters
and cross-border river basins.

Additionally, this funding is supporting
enhanced Research & Innovation within
SMEs across the region to help develop new
products, processes and tradeable services.

Health and Social Care: Approximately €62.4m has
been allocated to help improve the health
and well-being of people living across the
region. Funded projects will allow
people to better access quality health
and social care services, particularly
those living in rural areas.
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Sustainable Transport: Approximately
€47.1m has been allocated to increase the
number of cross-border journeys made
by walking, cycling and other more
sustainable forms of transport. The
investment will assist in facilitating a
shift towards a low carbon economy,
helping to significantly reduce carbon
emissions, as well as developing a
unified infrastructure, encompassing
Northern Ireland, the Border Region of
Ireland and Western Scotland.

Research & Innovation

Environment

All three regions of the INTERREG VA Programme suffer
from low levels of Research & Innovation in business.
This slows economic growth and prevents businesses
from being as competitive as they could be.

The environment does not recognise the existence of
borders. All three jurisdictions of the INTERREG VA
Programme have animal species and habitats that are
facing severe decline and must be protected. They also
share drinking water, rivers and coastline areas that are
being polluted.

Funding is being used to help businesses work with
universities and colleges, on a cross-border basis, to
develop new products, processes and services in order
to create more jobs.

Funding is being used to protect seven separate habitats
and priority species. It is also funding initiatives which will
monitor and prevent pollution in our rivers and seas.

€71.6m in funding allocated

€84.7m in funding allocated

2 funding calls opened

4 funding calls opened

8 projects supported

9 projects supported

1,408 SMEs to receive support

3 river quality improvement projects

135 new researchers funded

4,500 hectares of natural habitat
protected

469 enterprises to receive
innovation advice

1 cross-border network of buoys created

Health & Social Care

Sustainable Transport

Our population is growing and aging, which places everincreasing demands on an already stretched healthcare
system. Funding is being used to improve the health and
well-being of tens of thousands of citizens by joining up
service delivery to make it more efficient.

The increased number of cars on the roads has created
higher levels of air pollution than ever before. This is set
to increase as our population continues to grow.

Support is also being provided for citizens in more isolated
rural areas where access to much-needed healthcare can
be difficult.

The programme is supporting projects which are
reducing car journeys and encouraging more people to
use public transport, walk or cycle to work.

€62.4m in funding allocated

€47.1m in funding allocated

3 funding calls opened

3 funding calls opened

10 projects supported

4 projects supported

11 cross-border healthcare
improvement trials supported

3 cross-border greenways under
construction

14,500 citizens benefiting from
acute hospital care

1 multi-modal transport hub under
construction

849 citizens using e-health for
independent living

1 call opened to encourage use of
Electric Vehicles

RESEARCH & INNOVATION

ENVIRONMENT

‘Centre of Personalised Medicine, Clinical Decision
Making and Patient Safety’ (CPM) project

‘Marine Protected Area Management and
Monitoring’ (MarPAMM) project

This cross-border project includes 14 partner
organisations to create five highly specialised
Research Clusters.

The project is collating information on species
and habitats for Marine Protected Areas (MPAs)
in Northern Ireland, Western Scotland and the
Border Region of Ireland.

These Clusters are using the cutting-edge methods and
technologies from personalised medicine to improve
healthcare services in heart disease; emergency surgery;
acute kidney injury; unscheduled care in diabetes; and
diagnostic accuracy in dementia. These are all areas
associated with significant clinical need and commercial
potential.
Funding Award: €8.6m
Project website

It brings together experts, on a cross-border
basis, to study a wide range of marine species
and habitats, from the seabed to seabirds. All the
data will be used to produce plans supporting
the conservation of those marine species, their
habitats and the wider environment.
Funding Award: €5.9m
Project website

HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE
‘The Changing Lives Initiative’
The project is aimed at families of children aged three
to seven with a pattern of behaviour consistent with
Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). It is
estimated that as many as 5-6% of school-aged
children have ADHD.
The project will offer a programme for approximately
2,000 families consisting of an information and
awareness raising programme, a screening
programme, and a treatment service.
Funding Award: €2.7m
Project website

SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT
‘Ulster Canal Greenway’ project
The project will construct 22 km of cross-border
greenway from Middletown in Co.Armagh to
Smithborough in Co.Monaghan, connecting Phase
I of the greenway which currently runs through
Monaghan Town.
The project also includes a community
engagement programme to promote the use of
the greenway to commuters and to encourage a
shift away from private motor cars towards
sustainable modes of transport.
Funding Award: €4.95m
Project website

Communicating success!
An animated video has been created to help
promote the work of the INTERREG VA Programme,
view it on our YouTube Channel here

On 30 April 2018, the SEUPB
co-ordinated a project focused
exhibition at the All-Island Civic
Dialogue event in Dundalk. At the
event Michel Barnier, European
Chief Negotiator for the UK’s exit
from the EU, met with a number
of INTERREG VA funded projects.

On 16 May 2018 the SEUPB co-ordinated
an interactive project exhibition in Leinster
House, Dublin, sponsored by the Ceann
Comhairle of Dáil Éireann, Seán Ó Fearghaíl
TD. The exhibition was attended by a
number of influential TDs and Senators
including An Tánaiste, Simon
Coveney TD.
At the event a number
of INTERREG VA
funded exhibitors
gave short
presentations as
part of a panel
discussion in the
AV room of
Leinster House.

This included the ‘BREATH’
project which has established a
world-class cluster of crossborder researchers to better
understand and alleviate the
impact of Chronic Obstructive
Pulmonary Disease (COPD).

On 12 September 2018 the SEUPB
facilitated a number of INTERREG VA
project visits for the Minister of State for
European Affairs, Helen McEntee TD, at
Ulster University. During the
visit the Minister was
able to meet with a
number of PhD
students involved
in the delivery
of new
cross-border
research in
the Life
Sciences
sector.

On the 24 September 2018 the SEUPB
organised a project engagement
visit for the UK’s Deputy Permanent
Representative to the EU, Katrina
Williams. This included a roundtable
discussion with INTERREG VA
funded projects in Bagenal
Castle Newry, followed by
an evening reception
held in Belfast, with a
further selection
of project
representatives.

For more detail on all projects supported by the EU’s INTERREG VA Programme, please click here.
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