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What is the PEACE IV Programme?
The PEACE IV Programme is a unique cross-border initiative
designed to support peace and reconciliation across Northern
Ireland and the Border Region of Ireland.
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The first PEACE Programme was created by the European Union in
1995 following the ceasefires of 1994. The ceasefires came after
25 years of violence, known as the ‘troubles’ or the ‘conflict’, during
which over 3,500 people were killed and some 37,000 injured.
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As peace has evolved and matured the PEACE Programmes have
played an important role in reinforcing progress towards a more
peaceful and stable society. They have promoted social and
economic stability and increased cohesion between divided
Programme
communities. To access the summary of the Cooperation
Programme click here.
Value
The programme has four key areas where it
is making lasting and meaningful change,
on a cross-border basis:
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Eligible area of the
PEACE IV Programme

Shared Education
To encourage more young people
(from different backgrounds) to
learn together, the PEACE IV
Programme has allocated
approximately €35.3m worth of support
for shared education initiatives, on both
sides of the border. This funding is helping to
build a more peaceful and stable society.

Children & Young People
Approximately €54.7m has been allocated
to support children and young people
who feel that they have been marginalised
or excluded by society. These vulnerable
young people are at risk of becoming
involved in antisocial behaviour, violence or
even dissident criminal activities.

Shared Space & Services
Approximately €81.7m has been
allocated to create new shared
spaces, that can be used by all
sections of the community, to help create
a more cohesive society. These projects will
have a transformative and long-term impact.

Building Positive Relations
Approximately €28.7m has been allocated
to a number of regional level projects
designed to help build positive
relationships. These projects transcend
local authority boundaries and are
helping people to live, learn and
socialise free from prejudice and hate.

There is also still a real need to support the victims
and survivors of the ‘troubles’ or the ‘conflict’.
Approximately €17.6m worth of funding is being used
to develop the capacity for services to meet the
needs of victims, survivors and their families.

Under the objective €35.3m has also
been awarded to local authorities across
Northern Ireland and the Border Region of
Ireland to deliver similar initiatives for local
people, on a cross-community basis.

Shared Education

Shared Space & Services

Overall 92.6% of children in Northern Ireland attend
schools predominantly associated with either the
Protestant or Catholic religion. In Ireland only 2% of
schools are described as being multidenominational.

One of the most visible aspects of the ‘troubles’ or the
‘conflict’ is the high level of segregation which still exists.
This can be seen by segregated housing; peace walls;
sectarian graffiti; and public displays of flags and emblems
to mark out territory and intimidate.

Funding is being used to deliver shared education
initiatives where young people, from different
backgrounds and religions, can learn together. Shared
education gives young people the skills and attitudes
they need to help build a more cohesive society, where
the cycle of segregation is broken.

Two large-scale projects supported

39,835 children involved in shared
education

630 teachers trained in shared
education techniques

The PEACE IV Programme is creating new shared civic
spaces that can be used safely by all sections of the
community. Funding is also being used to develop the
capacity for services to meet the needs of victims and
survivors of the ‘troubles’ or the ‘conflict’, on both sides of
the border.

9 large-scale projects supported

1,191 citizens in receipt of advocacy

2,563 citizens in receipt of resilience
support

463 schools participating

Children & Young People

Building Positive Relations

Whilst many young people who live in the region had no
direct experience of the ‘troubles’ or the ‘conflict’ they are
still badly affected by it, with some suffering from
psychological trauma that has been passed from one
generation to the next.

Due to the history of division in the region, many
sections of our society have not been able to develop
the capacity to deal with diversity and difference.
The PEACE IV Programme has been designed to
address this issue by helping to build positive
relationships between divided communities.

Many of these children and young people feel that they
have been left behind by society and need additional
support. The PEACE IV Programme is helping them to form
positive relationships with others of a different background
so that they can contribute towards the creation of a more
cohesive society.

It is funding both regional-wide and localised
projects (through local authorities) that will ensure
meaningful, purposeful and sustained contact
between people from different backgrounds and
culture.

29 projects supported

19 regional-wide projects
supported

1,232 children and young people
supported

17 local action plans supported

SHARED EDUCATION

SHARED SPACE & SERVICES

‘Collaboration through Sharing in Education’
(CASE) project

‘Monaghan Peace Campus’ project

The CASE project is being delivered on a cross-border
basis in partnership with the Education Authority Northern
Ireland and Léargas Ireland. It will enable 377 schools and
135,000 pupils to take part in shared education through
163 school partnerships. In addition, 2,000 teachers will
be trained to facilitate and deliver at least 30 hours of
shared education for the pupils involved.
Shared education enables schools from different sectors
to work in partnership to provide opportunities for pupils,
staff and the community to engage in collaborative and
meaningful learning experiences.

The minority Protestant communities in Monaghan face
invisible barriers to acceptance and integration within
the wider community, and a fear that their culture and
heritage are unwelcome.
The Monaghan Peace Campus project aims to address
this by creating an integrated shared space with indoor
community facilities, and an external community space
that will encourage social interaction and facilitate
cross-community engagement. The project will use this
space for a range of activity programmes designed to
bring people together.
Funding Award: €9.5m

Funding Award: €28.9m
Project website
Project website

CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
‘AMPLIFY’ project
The AMPLIFY project will engage and connect with
960 marginalised and vulnerable young people (aged
16 to 24 years old) across 11 Northern Ireland
Council areas and in the six border counties of
Ireland. It has been designed to bring about positive
transformational change to create stability and coping
mechanisms for young people.
The project is key to unlocking self-belief in which
young people feel a sense of belonging and active
contribution towards personal and societal change.
Funding Award: €4.7m
Project website

BUILDING POSITIVE RELATIONS
‘Shaping Ourselves and Our Children’
Led by the Lifestart Foundation, this project is bringing
together parents from different backgrounds and
communities and encouraging them to reflect upon how
their own early life experiences, attitudes and values
impact upon their children’s perceptions of self and
others.
It aims to challenge narratives which may be contributing
to the continuation of sectarianism and racism from one
generation to the next. It is doing this by delivering a child
development and cultural diversity programme, where
parents will learn how their behaviours and parenting
styles can impact upon their children’s development.
Funding Award: €1.3m
Project website

Communicating success!
An animated video has been created to help
promote the work of the PEACE IV Programme,
view it on our You Tube channel here.

On 30 April 2018, the SEUPB coordinated a project focused exhibition
at the All-Island Civic Dialogue event in
Dundalk. At the event Michel Barnier,
European Chief Negotiator for the UK’s
exit from the EU, met with a number of
INTERREG VA funded projects.
This included representatives
from the ‘Youth Network for
Peace’ (YNP) project, which
is creating a regional,
cross-border, youth-led
network involving 10,000
diverse young people
aged 15-25 years across
Northern Ireland and the
border Region of Ireland.

On 16 May 2018, the SEUPB co-ordinated
an interactive project exhibition in Leinster
House Dublin, sponsored by the Ceann
Comhairle of Dáil Éireann, Seán Ó Fearghaíl
TD. The exhibition was attended by a
number of influential TDs and Senators
including An Tánaiste, Simon
Coveney TD.
At the event a number
of PEACE IV funded
exhibitors gave short
presentations as
part of a panel
discussion in the
AV room of
Leinster House.

On 24 September 2018, the SEUPB
organised a project engagement visit for
the UK’s Deputy Permanent
Representative to the EU, Katrina
Williams. This included a roundtable
discussion with PEACE IV funded
projects in Bagenal Castle Newry,
followed by an evening reception held in
Belfast, with a further selection of project
representatives.

On 12 September 2018, the SEUPB
facilitated a number of PEACE IV project
visits for the Minister of State for European
Affairs, Helen McEntee TD, at Ulster
University. During the visit the
Minister was able to meet with a
number of children and young
people participating in the
cross-border STRIVE project
which is engaging young
people in transformative good
relations, citizenship and
personal development work.

For more information on all projects supported by the EU’s PEACE IV Programme, please click here.
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